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“The Curriculum is the totality of all that is planned for children and young people throughout their education.” (BtC 3)
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Beatlie – The context

Beatlie School is part of a multi-disciplinary campus which supports children with additional needs from across West Lothian. The school has 9
classes and is comprised of nursery, primary and secondary departments supporting children from 3 – 18. The nursery department has
3 classes with a total of 36 places across a.m. and p.m. and provides education for pupils with a range of severe and complex needs. In the
school there are 6 classes, 3 in the primary and 3 in the secondary providing education for pupils with profound and complex disabilities. 9 of
those pupils are in their senior phase. The current roll is 32 in the school and 36 in the nursery.
Our staff team is made up of a Head Teacher, Depute HT, Principal Teacher, 14 teachers (6 of whom work part time). All classes are
supported by Advanced Pupil Support Workers with the addition of Nursery Nurses in the early years setting. Staff are highly skilled and
encouraged to take on leadership roles which further enhance experiences and learning for our children. We work closely with our nursing
team, therapists and a wide range of other partners including Hearts and Minds (Clowndoctors) and RDA (Riding for the Disabled). We
welcome volunteers and students from all areas, supporting them very effectively.
We value input from families and work very closely together to ensure the best possible outcomes for their child. We work with our Parent
Council to identify and implement priorities for school improvement. The school has achieved Level 1 of the Rights Respecting School Award,
exceeding expectations in all areas and is now working towards Level 2. The school has achieved 2 Green Flags for its eco work.

In Beatlie, we have high aspirations and expectations for all children and provide a supportive, nurturing and stimulating environment where we
strive to reduce any potential barriers to learning. There is a strong focus on developing communication and independence skills and ensuring
that every child’s voice is heard. The Beatlie curriculum ensures high quality learning experiences across the 4 contexts and includes flexible
learning pathways to meet individual needs. All children benefit from a wide range of challenging, motivating, meaningful and fun learning
experiences which support them to develop creativity, resilience and independence.
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Our Vision and Aims
Vision Statement
Our vision in Beatlie is to create a nurturing, inclusive, innovative and stimulating learning environment and a respectful and positive ethos by working closely
with everyone in our school community. Promoting independence and pupil voice are at the heart of all that is planned for our children and young people
throughout their education. (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child - Article 23)
School Aims
In Beatlie, we aim to create a happy, nurturing environment which addresses the very specific physical, medical, sensory, social and educational needs of our
pupils by,


providing a stimulating, relevant and accessible curriculum with high quality learning experiences within a caring and supportive environment
(UNCRC – Article 31)



preparing our pupils for life by – :- fostering independence
:- developing communication skills
:- providing support to move into positive,
sustained destinations beyond school
(UNCRC – Article 29)



working closely with parents in a supportive and collaborative way to ensure a positive relationship between home and school (UNCRC – Article 18)



working closely with a wide range of partners to ensure appropriate strategies and experiences are in place for every child (UNCRC – Article 3)



ensuring that staff receive on-going professional development opportunities through high quality training and supportive quality assurance (UNCRC Article 3)



ensuring a culture of on-going self-evaluation, shared ownership, collegiate working and developing leadership at all levels (UNCRC - Article 3)



recognising, valuing and celebrating achievements at all levels (UNCRC - Article 29)



maintaining a climate where everyone is treated with respect and where every pupil is enabled to reach their full potential (UNCRC - Article 23)
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In Beatlie we are;

Safe

Healthy

Achieving

Nurtured

Active

Respected

Responsible

Included

Children come happily to school where they are welcomed, nurtured, challenged and supported to ensure they achieve their potential and that
their needs are fully met. The curriculum ensures that each individual child receives a stimulating, challenging and varied range of experiences
at a level appropriate to their needs. Much of their curriculum is sensory, physical and play based all experiences are fun and stimulating with a
strong focus on communication, independence and health and wellbeing.

Parent; Beatlie’s
curriculum is tailor
made to meet the
needs of each child
in Beatlie
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What makes Beatlie unique?
“What is a curriculum rationale? When a school has a rationale for its curriculum, it means that everyone involved with the school can answer
the questions, ‘What is it we want for these children?’ and ‘What are we going to do to achieve it?’”’ Ed Scotland
Beatlie provides a supportive, nurturing and stimulating environment where we strive to reduce any potential barriers to learning. There is a
strong focus on developing communication and independence skills and progress is constantly reviewed, celebrated and shared with families
and partners. A strong focus on Health and Wellbeing ensures that all children are supported to develop their emotional, social, physical and
cognitive skills.
Staff, families and partners have a shared vision of what is necessary to provide all children in Beatlie with a high quality education. We have a
very good understanding of the specific challenges faced by Beatlie children and their families. This knowledge is fundamental if we are going
to achieve the best possible outcomes for our children and families.
The Beatlie curriculum provides high quality learning experiences across the 4 contexts and includes flexible learning pathways to meet
individual needs. ‘Curriculum Pathways’ are in place to ensure appropriate progression for our children within the early level and linked to
Building the Ambition. Children experience high quality learning in a variety of meaningful contexts including outdoor learning. This
individualised curriculum is underpinned by the 7 design principles of challenge and enjoyment, breadth, progression, depth, personalisation
and choice, coherence and relevance.
Planning is flexible and highly responsive to the wide range of needs. All children benefit from a wide range of challenging, motivating,
meaningful and fun learning experiences which support them to develop creativity, resilience and independence. We strive to provide all
children with a voice so they can be involved in their own learning. High quality observations from the team around the child inform effective
assessment judgements which are used to inform ‘Next Steps’. Staff listen and respond effectively and sensitively to all communication from
children
Beatlie School is a totally inclusive and welcoming learning environment which provides high quality, universal and targeted support for all
children from pre-placement in nursery to transition to adult services. Senior phase pupils are prepared for transition to Adult Services through
careful and thorough planning of appropriate activities and qualifications.
Beatlie children benefit from an extended and individualised range of learning pathways with high quality targets being set as a result of the
very effective partnership working with parents, therapists and partners and through which they are developing skills for learning, work and life.
Our excellent relationships with parents allows for positive communication about and understanding of their child’s learning and wider needs.
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Literacy and English
Linked to CRC – Article 3 (best interests of the child)
Due to our children’s complex additional support needs, they have limited or no verbal language. Therefore, we have created an inclusive communication
environment which uses a range of strategies (dependent on the needs of individual leaners) to support and enable understanding and communication. We
use on-body signing, manual signing, sensory cues, song signifiers, objects of reference, and visual supports such as photographs and symbols to help our
children understand and anticipate. Additionally, some children will use Voice Output Communication Aid devices (VOCA) for expressive communication.
These devices can range from very simple single message devices to high-tech devices such as tablet computers which use specialist apps and software.
The children will access these devices in a number of ways through touch screens, assistive switches or eye tracker units. These methods of supporting
communication are often referred to as ‘Augmentative and Alternative Communication’ (AAC) or Inclusive Communication (IC) strategies.

The curriculum in Beatlie has
communication at its heart.
We work to develop
intentional communication,
providing pupils with a voice.

Communication is of paramount importance in order to ensure children have a voice to contribute to the choices which affect them.
A deep understanding of our children and their needs, combined with close joint working with the speech and language therapists enables us to identify and
provide the strategies and resources appropriate for the child’s developmental level. This in turn allows us to identify next steps and create new challenges
when appropriate.

High tech resources

Communication is supported through
the use of a wide variety of strategies
and resources, high and low tech and
is part of every activity throughout the
day. Signing, eye-pointing,
Techtalks, switches, song signifiers,
PECS etc.
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Low tech resources and strategies
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Numeracy and Mathematics
Linked to CRC – Article 229 (goals of education)
In Beatlie, all children are provided with opportunities to develop their mathematical and numeracy skills through a wide range of stimulating and fun activities
which allow them to ‘play’ and explore their world. Our mathematics and numeracy curriculum focuses on ‘Promoting curiosity, inquiry and creativity’ as
outlined in ‘Building the Ambition’. We strive to provide children with regular and varied opportunities for exploration including daily sessions outdoors to
explore the wider world. These experiences are supported and encouraged by adults who understand their needs, within an environment which is safe and
which stimulates their senses and curiosity.
“The challenge for us when we think about play is that it can be misinterpreted as being “just play” and the intrinsic value of what a child is actually doing, can
be missed or ignored and therefore seen as less valued. It is both a tricky word and a complicated concept to define.”
‘Building the Ambition’ Scottish Government 2014

“When children are playing, they’re
learning to think and when they are
learning to think, they are learning to
learn.”
Richard Hirstwood, Manchester 2018

Sensory exploration
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Shapes

“When you asked me what I did in school today and I say, ‘I just played.’ Please don’t misunderstand me. For you see, I am learning as I play. I
am learning to enjoy and be successful in my work. Today I am a child and my work is my play.”
Anita Wadley 1974

Time

Shopping
Colour
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Health and Wellbeing
Linked to CRC – Article 24 (health and health services)
In Beatlie School we aim to ensure that Health is at the heart of successful learning and teaching.
We do this by:










Working in partnership with a variety of agencies including nurses, therapists, the child and adult disability teams as well as parents and
carers.
Displaying a welcoming and inclusive ethos which reflects the 4 capacities
Providing a learning environment where pupils experience challenge and enjoyment at all times by encouraging choice making and
independence wherever possible.
Promoting positive behaviour and ensuring that praise is a permeating element to allow individuals to be confident and happy.
Delivering meaningful health education through real contexts such as snack, lunch, personal care and trips in the community. Focusing
on Health and Wellbeing in pupils’ IEP targets in order to provide continuity and progression for them in aspects relevant to their own
personal development.
Providing opportunities for pupils to access physical activity through swimming, RDA, Rebound Therapy, soft play, outdoor play,
movement and floor groups.
Promoting outdoor play and ensuring this is timetabled regularly in every class.
Ensuring that food and drink meet the nutritional standards outlined in the Health Promotion and Nutrition (Scotland) Act 2007.
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All children in Beatlie are given opportunities to learn and experience life through play and sensory exploration inside and out.

Horse Riding

Physiotherapy
Rebound Therapy

Swimming
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Outdoor Learning
in all weather!

Sports in the hall

All aspects of the curriculum can be explored outside.
The sights, sounds and smells of the outdoors, the
closeness to nature, the excitement most children
feel, the wonder and curiosity all serve to enhance
and stimulate learning.’
Building the
Curriculum 2: Active learning in the early years, 2007
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Senior Phase at Beatlie
Linked to CRC – Article 23 (children with disability), Article 15 (freedom of association), & Article 29 (goals of education), Article 31 (leisure and
play)
Senior phase at Beatlie School aims to:


Provide opportunities to continue to develop skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work with continued focus on health and
wellbeing and communication skills.
Helping to cook
Life skills shopping

Helping to look after myself


Provide opportunities to build on previous ASDAN qualifications, gain relevant SQA units and awards and participate in other relevant
award schemes such as Duke of Edinburgh.
Felting can be
done in many
ways!
SQA National 1
– Creating art
for display.

ASDAN Towards Independence Engaging with the World Around Me
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Ensure individualised planning for each young person, providing opportunities for personal achievement and progression of skills taking
account of individual interests and needs.
Art activities can be
therapeutic and fun

Alana really enjoys
going to drumming
where she can
meet new friends.
With appropriate
support, Ryan is
learning a new
skill.



Support in moving into positive and sustained destinations beyond school through, close links with the young person’s family and social
work. This process will begin with a Person Centred Planning meeting when the young person is in 4th year.
The transition to adult services can be challenging for
both the young person and their parents and needs to
begin as soon as possible if we are to successfully
support them into a positive future destination.
Planning and liaison with adult services supports our
young people to move on to various destinations.

This is Eliburn Adult Day Services Unit
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Ensure personal support for young people to develop skills and confidence in the community by exploring new settings outwith school.
In the final year, a major focus will be on supporting young people in settings and activities that could become part of their ‘positive
destination’ after school.
Musical activities are
important and fun.

A visit to the
science
museum.

Socialising at the cinema.

Learning
some dance
moves with
Musically
Active Dudes
and Firefly.

Bowling at Deer Park

Batik art work
and pottery,
new
experiences
at Potter
Around.

